Backyard Stream Repair: Engaging DIY Homeowners

Join us for an overview of Penn State Extension's new Backyard Stream Repair program for owners and
managers of small streams. We will share the successes of working with this new and eager audience of
DIY empowered citizens. We will explore the available resources on small scale streambank restoration
including the physical tools and techniques we incorporated into our guidance manual and companion
5-part webinar series, and how we helped instigate riparian buffer plantings, live staking, and
streambank stabilization across Pennsylvania without leaving our computers.

This webinar series helped to empower landowners to take action and gave them resources to be
successful with a backyard stream repair project that would not only improve their individual landscape,
but also contribute to improving the local watershed as a whole.

We will share evaluation data from individual learning sessions administered in the Backyard Stream
Repair program as well as overall course evaluation data and implementation of conservation practices
in the 6-8 months following course completion.

This presentation will provide an overview of the guidance manual and webinar series we created, and
how these resources could be adapted to other states, conservation practices and audiences, including
green industry professionals. This session would be helpful for anyone looking for ways to increase their
reach and implementation of best management practices, particularly with smaller scale landowners
who are not willing or ineligible to participate in publicly funded programs.
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